The Penn State tragedy should be a wake-up call for every one of us, as we realize that child sexual abuse is not limited to college campuses.  Last year, Project Harmony Child Protection Center served 2300 children from the Omaha Metro and southwest Iowa, and an astounding 60% or almost 1400 children received services for sexual abuse.  

Unfortunately, we know that number represents the tip of a mighty large iceberg.  The research suggests that one in three girls and one in six boys will be sexually abused by the time they reach 18 years old.  

As the Penn State tragedy shows, most child sexual abusers are not strangers, but trusted leaders, coaches, friends, and family members.  Sadly, such predators are clever and manipulative.  Not only do they gain the trust of the parents before grooming the child for abuse, they often lead the child to believe (1) no one will believe you if you tell; (2) the child (or loved one) will be harmed if they tell; or (3) the child will be taken away if they tell.  It is completely unacceptable for adults to expect children to defend themselves against child sexual abusers 

The Project Harmony Response:

For Professionals
Project Harmony provides training and education for schools, churches, youth-serving organizations, mental health agencies, and others who work with children at no cost:
CA/N 101: Reporting and Responding to Child Abuse and Neglect - Using case scenarios, participants learn how to identify child abuse and neglect, how to talk to children about abuse, and how to make a report.
CA/N 201: Collaboration in Child Abuse Investigations – Participants carry out a child abuse investigation acting as detectives, child protective service workers, forensic interviewers, or medical professionals.  Understanding each agency’s responsibilities and collaborating throughout the investigation are emphasized.

For Businesses
Project Harmony welcomes inquiries from businesses about child abuse training and consultation.  We can:
· Assist in developing policies about reporting child abuse and neglect
· Educate employees about signs of child sexual abuse
· Provide Darkness to Light/Stewards of Children training – the only nationally recognized, evidence-based child sexual abuse education program for adults

For Parents and Other Caregivers
There are many programs designed to teach children about protecting themselves.  Project Harmony offers a program that prepares parents and other caregivers to protect their children:
Darkness to Light/Stewards of Children – a national evidence-based child sexual abuse prevention program for parents, foster parents, day care providers, school personnel, and others committed to protecting children from child sexual abuse. 
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